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1. Contrary to recent Soviet press releases on the liquidation

V.S. Abakumov and other former zecurity officers, )

Abskumov. can in no way be held responsible for the fabricatiom of the s0- 25X1
called "Leningrad case" of 1949, ie., the removal of Petr Sergeywvich Popkov,
First Secretary of the Leningrad Oblast Party Comittee, and Aleksey
Aleksandrovich Kusmstsov, Secretary of the Central Committee of the VEP (b),

or for direct participation in the Beriya conspiracy. 25X1

the MGB d1d not have the autonomy or the Jurisdiction,
especially after World War II and the eclipse of Army General V.N.
to make policy or creste intra-govermmental political situaticns.

all high-and medium-ranking mesbers of the MGB had and still have
a real fear of the Party, and would never ecomcoet an obvicus fream-up such as 25X1
the Popkov-Kusnetsov affair. The latter two were importent Party officials,
and any slip in making the charges against them stick would reverberate with
too much force to make the risk worthwhile. Abakumov had ingufficient courage
to attempt to buck the system of Party rule. In addition, the Central Committee
has a special sectiom which grants final approval to all recommemded appointments
of -directorate or section chiefs throughout all govermment ministries. Thus,
Abakumov, being sware of this situatiom, could mever have sccwmlated the
rroper evidence, even if properly falsified, to convince the Cemtral Committee
of the alleged misdemeanors of Popkov amd Kugnetsov. 25X1
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The Party organization of Leningrad, which iz known as the cradle of the
October Revolution in the USSR, has always held a special place among other
Party organizations. One of the leaders of the Leningrad Party orgamization
was S.M. Kirav, who bad the quality of independence and the ability to protect
the interests of his organization. He was not afraid to argue with Stalin
himself, who was at that time striving to gather the control of the Bovermeent
in his hands and at the same time destroying his political opponmets. Thus,
Kirov's behavior and position was maturally in opposition to Stalink personal
plans. Stalin saw in Kirov a dangercus rival, ome who had popularity and who
exerted influence on the Party. Thus, om 1 December 1934, Kirov was killed
by one Nikolayev,who wvas, as the official press stated, one of the mmmbers of
an active anti.goviet terrarist organizatiom. By liquidating Kirov, and by
following up on other rivals such as Kamsnev, Rykov, Zinovyev, Bukbarin, and
others, who, in addition to other charges of wriminal acts against the Party,
were also charged with the terroristic act laid to Kirov, Stalin very success-
fully liquidated the potential threat against his own dictataral posttion in the
Party and the Govermmemt as a whole.

In 1934 A.Zhdanov, an unknown member of the CC at that time, vas gent to leningrad
as a replacement far Kirov, Such a selecticn is explained as follows: Stalin
needed an absalutly loyal man who would depend completely on Stalin, and who
would, without question, carry out all of Stalin's policies. It is under.
standable thet Stalin did not risk appointing to this post a more distinetive

and experienced Party member from among the Palitburo members for fear of a
reccurrence of the Kirov affair.

Zhdanov, on whom Stalin immediately showersd Party rights and privileges, in a
"twinkling of an eye" became an old revolutiomist. To the surpriss of all who
knew him, Mam'lmnlﬁdnlynmmdmthmu orthsm%%of
the Hist of the VKP (b) as one of the revolutionary activitists in .
[ ed the trust and hopes of Stalin, vho neverthelass
considered it necessary to transfer Zhdanav to Moscow to the post of Secretary
of the Central Camittee, responsible far the thedretical problems of the Party.

In 1944, Kugnetsov replaced Zhdanov as Party boss in Leningrad. In 1948,
Kuznetsov was transferred on Stalin's orders to the CC as one of its secretaries,
and Popkov became head of the Leningrad Party organization on the reccmmendation
of Kuznetsov. As Secretary of the CC, Kuznetsov had direct influence on the
external political matters of the Communist Party. Everything which was
received from the foreign rezidentury of Soviet intelligence organizations

was sent in one copy to Kuznelsov's secretariat, as well as to Stalinm, Molotov,
Beriya, and Malenkov.

In 1949, as a result of the elections which tock place in the Leningrad Party
organization, Popkov was re-slected as Secretary of the Leningrad Oblast Party
Committee. After the secret balloting, the election results were Tead by the
Election Commission (Schetnays Kommissiya), which stated that without exception
all members of the Party conference had voted for Popkov. A few days later,
letters began to arrive at the Central Committee, directed specifieally to
Stalin, from many members of the Party conference, who, it seemed, had voted
against Popkov and were very surprised at the psculiar results of the balloting.
A special commission, appointed by the Central Committee, was sent to Leningrad
to investigate the situation. The commission found that the results of the
election had been shuffled with Popkov's knowledge, and that there were all
kinds of discrepancies in the work of the ocblast Party Committee. Following
this, Popkov and same of his respansible assistants who had close relations
with him vanished without leaving a trace. Kugnetsov also disappeared at

this time. The whole cperation of removing the so-called "Leningrad group” was
carried out in complete secrecy and was known only to a select number of Party
functionaries. By a special deecision of the Central Committee, the file on the
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"Leningrad group" contalms , in addition to the charge of eriminal shuffling of
ballots, the major charge that the Popkov-Kusnetsov group had attempted to

set up the Le d Party organization in opposition to the Central Committee
of the VKP (b). 1t s doubtful that the shuffling of the 25X1
election results ac y e, and that the chargesagainst Popkov

of anti-Party activity are utterly fantastic.

By accusing the Leningrad Party group of political anti-Party ains, Stalin
evidently pursued two aims: a) to remind his hidden Party enemies and potential
rivals, which he sav in each one of his subordinates, vhat fate awaited them
should they attempt to undertake any steps to undermine the dictatorial position
of Stalin; and b) by this repressive measure, he sought to re-establish himself
in the eyes of the Party for the error of appointing Popkov to swuch a responsible
position, and to mobilize other Party organizations to seek cut all types of violators
of Party discipline and other traitors within the Party. It was characteristic
of Stalin to use such tactics, from time to time, in order to instil fear in

his major and minor Party leaders in order to insure unquestionable obedience

of his will.

Thus, Stalin ruthlessly punished the guilty, regardless of their position or rank
in the Party. Other examples of such victims during this period are: G.M. Popov,
Secretary of the Moscow Oblast Party Coumitte, and Lt. Gen. I.V. Kovalev, Minister of
Communications (sic; Transportation), who like Popov was charged with moral
degeneration, le., used Party funds to build dachy for his mistresses, and finally
went as far as ordering a spur-line for his villa on the Black Sea. For the

same type of sins, Stalin's personal favorite, Rear Admiral I.D. Papanin, Chairman
of the Chief Directorate of the Northern Sea Route, was removed from his post.
Papanin soon acquired a taste for the pleasuresof social life and built a home,
also not with his own money, which,in size, surpassed the estates of great pre-
Revolutionary landowners. He had for his own use about ten automoblies, including
an amphibiocus vehicle which had been received from the US under lend-Lease and
which he used for duck hunting. To top it all, he ordered the pessants from the
nearby collectives to construct a pond for his white swans, for wihich his wife
had a weakness.

N.A. Voznesenskiy, Chairman of the Gosplan, his brother, who held a post in the Ministry

of [ HighegEdnca'tion, and some of their associates were arrested at the time of

the Leningrad affair. although Voznesenskiy actually 25X1
had no connection with the Leningrad case, he may have been accused of complicity

with the Leningrad group to Justify the barbaric repressive

against him and his associates. b 25X1
was arrested because he made maj)ar errors in economic planning and

with Stalin's opinions on some of the economic and political problews of the

Soviet Goverrment. | Voznesenskiy may soon appear on 25X1
the horizon, ag another victim of Beriya and Abakumov rescued by Malsnkov.

Early du:rini World War II, Abakumov became chief of the Counterintelligence
Directorate (Smersh) and vas in constant comtact with Stalin. During this period,
his agentura disclosed a network of speculative operations in ths Mtmtmtry of Aviation
Industry, which included the Minister himself, Col.Gen. A.I. Shakiuartn, who was
later dismissed and arrested. This disclosure reflected directly on the position
of Malenkov, vho was responsible for this ministry during the war as a member of
the State Committee of Defense. In addition, this also undermined ‘the authority
of one of Beriya's closest friends, Army General V.N. Merkulov, Minister of
Defense, who was removed from his position on orders of the Central Committee.

In 1946, on the basis of Smersh documents, many leading generals in the Soviet
Army and Air Force, including Marshal A.A. Novikov, were arrested, decommissioned,
and sent to coneentration camps for detention for various lengths of time, which
were specified By a direet order from Stalin. Thus, Stalin, pursuing his goal

of keeping Beriya under control, appointed Abakumov Minister of the MGB in 1946,
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and felt that since Abalnmov was directly respomsible for this dismissal of
:urhmv e would not have the opportumity to maintain close relations with
ya. ‘ '

12. Abekumov vas arrested in 1952, chiefly
or moral degemsration, mistakes in his werk, and for using his powttion for
his psrsomal imterests. Abskumov's comfiscated personal poperty, which was
looted for the most part in Germany, smownted to between four and five million
rubles. Otrashehenko also confirwed curvest (1953) rumors in the Tokyo
that Beriye, with vham Abakwmov had very close relatioms during
yoars befare his arrest, hed a direct hand im looting. .
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